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The Problem with Phonics

AB



What is our approach to 

teaching phonics?
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• 44  phonemes - sounds

(with an accompanying action)

• the 26 letter names

• correct letter formation.

• strategies for learning ‘tricky’ words.

• the skill of blending phonemes to read a word.

• the skill of segmenting a word into its pure sounds for 
spelling
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• Phoneme- A single unit of sound- eg. ‘how it sounds’

• Grapheme-The letter/letters that represents the sound- eg. 
‘how it looks’ 

• Digraph- 2 letters that make 1 sound eg. ship

• Trigraph- 3 letters than make 1 sound eg. hear

• Tricky word- A word you cannot decode using phonics 
because it is not phonetically plausible eg. the
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When do we teach Reading?  Every day!

-Daily phonic lessons (phase 1 in Nursery)

- Shared Reading with whole class (children can 

see the text) 

-Reading aloud to class (reading enrichment) 

-Reading at least weekly with the teacher 

- Guided Groups during Reception year L



Nursery

• Emphasis on developing children’s speaking and listening within a rich 
curriculum

• Concentrates on getting children attuned to the sounds around them 
– environmental, instrumental, alliteration, rhythm and rhyme 

Reception

• The start of systematic phonic work

• The introduction of grapheme-phoneme correspondences – one 
representation of each phoneme

• Teaching the skills of blending for reading and segmenting to spell

• learn to read ‘words to learn’ and tricky words L



Year 1

• Move on to the "complex code“

• Children learn more graphemes for the phonemes which 
they already know- Complex chart

• Learn alternative ways of pronouncing the graphemes 
they already know 

eg: c   cent  ceiling  icy  December 

ie tie  field  belief  shield

• Read and accurately spell all the words in the Year 1 
‘words to learn’ list – national curriculum expectation 
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Year 2

• segment words into phonemes to spell them

• the shift from learning to read to reading to learn 

• applying knowledge – making appropriate spelling 

choices and choosing the right grapheme

• taught spelling rules and conventions systematically 

eg: doubling and dropping letters, prefixes and 

suffixes 
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Good phonic teaching and 

learning relies explicitly on the 

accuracy of adults' articulation

of phonemes to provide a 

positive model for pupils.
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The ‘man’ trap• Muh

• Ah

• Nuh

•Manner?
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Useful Video- Listen to the 

pronunciation of sounds
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ksblMiliA8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ksblMiliA8
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Sounds are not enough!

The Jolly Phonics actions…

L



s a
t p
i n
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c/k e

h r

m d
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g o

u l

f b
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ai j

oa ie

ee or
A



z w

ng v
oo

oo y
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x ch

sh th

qu ou
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oi ue

er ar
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air ire

ear ure
nk
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Meet Tom!



s-t-ar

3 phonemes
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Phoneme Count

Phoneme= a single unit of sound



Phoneme Count

r-ai-n-b-ow

5 phonemes
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Phoneme Count

w – i – tch

3 phonemes
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Sound buttons

• •   ______   •

Sound buttons key children into the fact that 

there are 2 letters making a single sound 

when they are decoding new words. A



•Colour – b-l-a-ck

•food – ch-i-p-s
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4 Phoneme Count



Words to Learn/ 

Tricky words
Children are taught about tricky words right from the 

start in Reception

be I the was said

We use a range of strategies;

Visual aids, words within words, colour coding

We do NOT ask children to sound out tricky words!
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What to expect…

Half termly targets

One page per week

Comments from the teachers

Parents to respond

Children’s homework- supported

Words to learn

Poem to learn/recite 
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• Towards the end of Year One the children will sit a phonics screening 
check

• The purpose of this check is to assess if the children are decoding at 
an age appropriate level

• The phonics check consists of the children being asked to read ‘real 
words’ and ‘alien words’

• The check will be administrated in school by a familiar member of 
staff

• This is a statutory requirement and purely assesses a child’s phonic 
ability

Year 1 Phonics Screening 
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“The ultimate goal of 

reading is comprehension”
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Https://www.activelearnprimary.co.uk

Login details are stuck inside your child’s 
reading record on the inside of the front 
cover. Teachers also have spare copies here 
tonight and technical support.

A

Bug Club- Active Learn

https://www.activelearnprimary.co.uk/


• Continue to be the positive role models of explicit 
teaching and articulation of those sounds. 

• See the possibility for reinforcement…everywhere!

• Hear/share a book with your child every day. 

• Use ‘My Little Sound Books’ weekly

• Use Bug Club for online reading and comprehension. 

• TELL children the tricky words and what makes them 
tricky. 

• Encourage ‘Tom talk’- Sound it out!

How you can help
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Useful Websites

• http://www.letters-and-sounds.com

• http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
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http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
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Thank you!

Please feel free to ask individual 

questions.

There are also resources and Bug 

Club login support at the back. 


